High Politics and High Finance
No note of their contents had been made ; nothing in the nature of an index had been attempted. To disinter from the accumulation a document for reference was to search for a needle in a hay-loft. " I addressed myself/' said Burges, "to a labour of Hercules." The new official at first had thoughts of docketing and arranging the whole mass of manuscripts. The united clerks of the establishment threatened to strike if the task was not reduced to rational limits. " If," said the Duke of Leeds to his Under-Secretary, " you persist in this freak of quixotism, you will have the establishment to yourself/' Burges therefore had to content himself with introducing a system on which it remained for his successors to improve, if improvement were possible. That his heart was really in his work may be seen from his arrangements for the day. Between 9 and 10 a.m. he reached the Foreign Office; there was no break for luncheon, but a little after five he went off for dinner to the French Ambassador's, looked in again at the office for an hour or so afterwards, and then refreshed himself with supper at the Duke's.
In those days George III. occasionally paid surprise visits to the bureaux of State. He had nothing but praise for the industrious apprentice at the Foreign Office, and sighed much over the contrast presented by the "idle boy,"the second Lord Harrowby that was to be. "I cannot," parentally observed the sovereign, " approve a peer's eldest son being in this place. If Mr Ryder wished to learn effective business, he ought to have done so as a Lord of the Admiralty, where he might have found plenty to do. Surely it is extremely strange that an Under-Secretary should be running
about to races and watering-places instead of doing his
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